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Large Print Best-sellers/Best-selling Authors — Fiction   
Ahern, Cecelia           The Time of My Life 
“Dear Lucy Silchester, You have an appointment for Monday, May 30, 2011. Yours sincerely, Life." Lucy 
Silchester keeps receiving this appointment card and sweeping the envelope under the rug. She has 
busied herself with work (a job she doesn't love), helping out friends, fixing her car, feeding her cat, seeing 
her family, and devoting her time to their life dramas, but she's stuck in a rut and deluding everyone. Then 
one day life shows up at her door, in the form of a rather run-down man in an old suit, who is determined to 
bring about change. Life follows Lucy everywhere — the office, bars — meets her flabbergasted friends, 
and won't let Lucy off the hook. What she learns in the process is that some of the choices she's made, 
and stories she's told, aren't what they seem. Now her stubborn half-truths are going to be revealed in all 
their glory … unless Lucy learns to tell the truth about what really matters to her. 

 
Allende, Isabel               Maya’s Notebook 
Neglected by her parents, 19-year-old Maya Nidal has grown up in a rambling old house in Berkeley with 
her grandparents. Her grandmother Nini, is a force of nature, willful and outspoken, unconventionally wise 
with a mystical streak, and fiercely protective, a woman whose formidable strength helped her build a new 
life after emigrating from Chile in 1973. Popo, Maya's grandfather, is an African American astronomer and 
professor, a gentle man whose solid, comforting presence helps calm the turbulence of Maya's 
adolescence. When Popo dies of cancer, Maya goes completely off the rails. With her girlfriends, she turns 
to drugs, alcohol, and petty crime, in a downward spiral that eventually bottoms out in Las Vegas. Lost in a 
dangerous underworld, she is caught in the crosshairs of warring forces — a gang of assassins, the police, 
the FBI, and Interpol. Her one chance for survival is Nini, who helps her escape to a remote island off the 
coast of Chile. Here Maya tries to make sense of the past, unravels mysterious truths about life and about 
her family, and embarks on her greatest adventure: the journey into her own soul. 

 
Atkinson, Kate             Life After Life 
Life after life after life: Atkinson's telling title suggests not some glorious afterworld but the structure of this 
remarkable novel, about an English girl born in February, 1910. In fact, Ursula is stillborn in an opening 
chapter but emerges a lusty babe in the next. Whitbread Award winner Atkinson then hopscotches through 
time, circling back to offer alternate versions of Ursula's life. Did Ursula endure an unwanted pregnancy, 
see her brother die of influenza, enter into a sour marriage — or not? Did she survive World War II Britain, 
or instead marry a German and face down Hitler, a gun in her hand? One brief passage shows Ursula 
musing with a doctor about her fugue states, but Atkinson doesn't waste time belaboring the idea, instead 
delivering a clear understanding that one life can take different avenues — and what a difference that can 
make. Beyond the high-concept premise, this is a deft and convincing portrayal of an English family's 
evolution across two world wars. 

 
Bagshawe, Tilly           Sidney Sheldon’s The Tides of Memory 
Picked by the estate of Sheldon to continue his work, Bagshawe turns out a tale of high society, high 
finance, and top government circles where the glitter hides the dirt. At its heart is the De Vere family, 
whose members glide gracefully among grand homes in London and Oxfordshire and on Martha's 
Vineyard but will soon see old family hatreds and the indiscretions of youth come damagingly to the fore. 

 

Bradford, Barbara Taylor              Secrets from the Past 
Leaving her successful job after the unexpected death of her famous father, photojournalist Serena Stone 
risks her life to save a former lover and discovers an archive of her late father's work in war-torn Libya that 
reveals shocking truth about her parentage. 

 
Brown, Dan                Inferno 
In the heart of Italy, Harvard professor of symbology, Robert Langdon, is drawn into a harrowing world 
centered on one of history's most enduring and mysterious literary masterpieces: Dante's Inferno. Against 



this backdrop, Langdon battles a chilling adversary and grapples with an ingenious riddle that pulls him into 
a landscape of classic art, secret passageways, and futuristic science. Drawing from Dante's dark epic 
poem, Langdon races to find answers and decide whom to trust before the world is irrevocably altered.  

 
Clark, Mary Higgins          The Lost Years 
Biblical scholar Jonathan Lyons believes he has found the rarest of parchments — a letter that may have 
been written by Jesus Christ. Stolen from the Vatican Library in the 1500s, the letter was assumed to be 
lost forever. Now, under the promise of secrecy, Jonathan is able to confirm his findings with several other 
experts, but he also confides in a family friend his suspicion that someone he once trusted wants to sell the 
parchment and cash in. Within days Jonathan is found shot to death in his study. At the same time, his wife 
Kathleen, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s, is found incoherent and clutching the murder weapon. Even in 
her dementia, Kathleen has known that her husband was carrying on a long-term affair. Did Kathleen kill 
her husband in a rage? Or is his death tied to the larger question: Who has possession of the priceless 
parchment that has now gone missing? It is up to their daughter, 28-year-old Mariah, to clear her mother of 
murder charges and unravel the mystery behind her father’s death. 

 
Collins, Jackie                   The Power Trip 
Life in the fast lane hits the open seas as a glamorous cast vacations on the Bianca, a yacht named for 
billionaire Russian businessman Aleksandr Kasianenko's mistress. Accompanying Aleksandr and his 
supermodel girlfriend are five other couples, all thinly disguised variations on real celebrities. Taye 
Sherwin, a U.K. soccer phenom, arrives with his interior designer wife, Ashley, who has forgiven but not 
forgotten Taye's infidelity. Cliff Baxter, commitment-phobic movie star, brings his girlfriend, Lori. Sinister 
Senator Hammond Patterson escorts his unhappy wife, Sierra, who hides his clandestine affairs behind her 
perfect politician's-wife facade. Luca Perez, Latin pop star, escorts his self-centered British boyfriend, 
Jeromy. And Flynn, jaded journalist, invites his enigmatic friend, Xuan, who once smuggled herself out of 
communist China and now chronicles injustices. But everyone has secrets, and one of Aleksandr's has 
enraged Russian mobster Sergei Zukov. Fairly obsessed with their own sexual hijinks and power bids, the 
couples are taken by surprise when pirates, aided by a mole onboard, invade the yacht. 
 
Dorsey, Tim             The Riptide, Ultra-Glide 
While treating themselves to a modest vacation in Florida, newly unemployed Wisconsinites Patrick and 
Barbara McDougal get the ride of a lifetime when, after being robbed of everything, they are rescued by 
bighearted psychopath and happy tour guide Serge Storms and his perpetually ‘altered’ side-kick Coleman.  

 
Dubow, Charles                Indiscretion 
Harry and Madeleine Winslow seem to have it all. Harry has recently won the National Book Award, and 
Madeleine, who comes from money, does everything, from playing tennis to cooking dinner, with 
sophisticated ease. Then, during one of their weekends at their Hamptons house, they meet beautiful 26-
year-old Claire, an unabashed admirer, who soon comes to be a fixture at their summer parties. When the 
Winslows decamp to Rome, Claire is bereft. Then Harry returns to the States for a meeting with his 
publisher, and his chance encounter with Claire leads them to embark upon a passionate affair. All of the 
drama unleashed by their betrayal is conveyed by Walter, a childhood friend of Maddy who has long been 
in love with her. In his elegant debut centering on the golden couple, Dubow tracks the fallout of an affair. 

 
Grissom, Kathleen           The Kitchen House 
In Grissom's pulse-quickening debut, Lavinia is only seven in 1791, when her parents die aboard a ship to 
the new world, and the captain, James Pyke, brings her to work as an indentured servant at Tall Oaks, his 
Virginia plantation. Pyke's illegitimate daughter Belle, the plantation’s cook, takes reluctant charge of the 
little white girl. Belle and the other house slaves, including Mama Mae and Papa George, their son Ben, 
and grizzled Uncle Jacob, soon embrace Lavinia as their own. Otherwise, life at Tall Oaks is grim. Pyke's 
wife Martha sinks deeper into laudanum addiction during the captain's long absences. Brutal, drunken 



overseer Rankin starves and beats the field slaves. The Pykes' 11-year-old son Marshall "accidentally" 
causes his young sister Sally's death, and Ben is horribly mutilated by Rankin. Marshall is sent to boarding 
school, but returns from time to time to wreak havoc. After the captain dies, through a convoluted 
convergence of events, Lavinia marries Marshall and at 17 becomes the mistress of Tall Oaks. At first her 
savior, Marshall is soon Lavinia's jailer. As Rankin and Marshall outdo each other in infamy, Lavinia finds 
herself perilously straddling two very different worlds. When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are 
brought into question, dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives are put at risk in a breathless denouement. 

 
Gross, Andrew              No Way Back 
When a chance encounter with a stranger in a hotel results in murder, Wendy Gould, framed for the crime 
and desperate to clear her name, forms an unlikely alliance with the only witness — a young woman with 
shocking ties to a drug cartel that could get them both killed. 

 
Guthrie, Woody           House of Earth 
Finished in 1947 and lost to readers until now, this is legendary folk singer and American icon Guthrie's 
only finished novel. A powerful portrait of Dust Bowl America, it's the story of an ordinary couple's dreams 
of a better life and their search for love and meaning in a corrupt world. Tike and Ella May Hamlin are 
struggling to plant roots in the arid land of the Texas panhandle. The husband and wife live in a precarious 
wooden shack, but Tike yearns for a sturdy house that will protect them from the elements. Thanks to a 
five-cent government pamphlet, Tike has the know-how to build a simple adobe dwelling, a structure made 
from the land itself — fireproof, windproof, and Dust Bowl-proof — a house of earth. This story of rural 
realism and progressive activism is in many ways a companion piece to Guthrie's folk anthem “This Land Is 
Your Land.” In this searing portrait of hardship and hope set against a ravaged landscape, the new 
civilization of banks, deeds, and lawyers is represented by wood, which is scarce in that wind-blasted, dry 
country; adobe, sun-dried mud brick is the virtuous stuff of the people, themselves wind-blasted and creaky 
with aridity but disinclined to bow down. The metaphor figures, in countless permutations, throughout this 
novel that is more like a prose poem and an impassioned tirade against agribusiness and capitalism. 

 
Haigh, Jennifer            News from Heaven 
In this collection of interconnected short stories, Jennifer Haigh returns to the vividly imagined world of 
Bakerton, Pennsylvania, a coal-mining town rocked by decades of painful transition. From its heyday 
during two world wars through its slow decline, Bakerton is a town that refuses to give up gracefully, 
binding succeeding generations to the place that made them. A young woman glimpses a world both 
strange and familiar when she becomes a live-in maid for a Jewish family in New York City. A long-absent 
brother makes a sudden and tragic homecoming. A solitary middle-aged woman tastes unexpected love 
when a young man returns to town. With a revolving cast of characters, these stories explore how our 
roots, the families and places in which we are raised, shape the people we eventually become.  

 
Irving, John            In One Person 
In mid-20th century, First Sister, Vermont, is a no-place-to-hide, yet secretive, small town built around a 
private boy’s prep school. Here young, fatherless Billy, by the time he turns 13, realizes something sets 
him apart beyond his speech impediment and determination to become a writer: namely his crushes on the 
“wrong people,” including his future stepfather and teacher Richard, and Miss Frost, the tall, strong librarian 
who eventually proves to be the key to the truth about Billy’s bisexuality and his biological father. With this 
story of how Billy comes of age in what is frequently, and erroneously, billed as a halcyon and more 
innocent age, the 1950s, Irving animates a glorious cast of misfit characters within a complicated plot. A 
gracefully maturing narrator, Billy navigates fraught relationships with men and women, and later travels to 
Europe, where he has affairs with a transgendered female, an older male poet, and an early AIDS activist, 
eventually witnessing the horrors of the AIDS epidemic. Ever the fearless writer of conscience calling on 
readers to be open-minded, Irving performs a sweetly audacious celebration of human sexuality. In the 
end, this novel intermittently touches the heart as it fitfully illuminates the mutability of human desire. 



Johansen, Iris           Sleep No More 

Forensic sculptor Eve Duncan knows what it's like to be haunted by the past. For years after her daughter 
Bonnie was stolen from her, she fought for closure, but now as she's striving to begin anew, she can't 
shake the feeling that something terrible is about to happen. When her mother, Sandra, asks for help in 
finding a missing friend named Beth Avery, Eve is sure that she's hiding something. That Sandra 
adamantly refuses to go to the police reinforces Eve’s suspicions. Eve learns that Beth has been locked 
away in a mental hospital for years. As Sandra reluctantly reveals small pieces of the truth about Beth's 
identity, Eve is shocked to discover that their lives are strangely entwined, and Beth's disappearance now 
puts them all in grave danger. Desperate, Eve enlists rogue profiler, Kendra Michaels. With her uncanny 
ability to detect clues and solve puzzles, Kendra begins to uncover the bizarre circumstances of Beth's 
escape. Beth is on the run, and as her mind clears, (detoxing from the drugs that have held her prisoner), 
she begins to see the threads of a twisted plot that threatens her and anyone who would try to help her.
                                                                     

Kellerman, Faye                  The Quality of Mercy 
This book’s beautiful and intelligent heroine, Rebecca Lopez, and her family are conversos: Spanish Jews, 
posing as Anglicans in Elizabethan England, who practice their faith in secret. Rebecca's father, Roderigo, 
the queen's personal physician, leads a clandestine movement committed to smuggling Jews out of Spain. 
Rebecca's betrothed has just died during a mission, and though she mourns him, she yearns to remain 
unmarried. Meanwhile, the young actor-playwright William Shakespeare is seeking revenge for the murder 
of his mentor, Harry Whitman. He decides to retrace his friend's last days in hopes of discovering clues to 
the killer's identity. Will and Rebecca eventually cross paths, changing their lives forever. 
 
Kincaid, Jamaica           See Now Then 
In her first novel in a decade, Kincaid brings her lyricism to the inner life of Mrs. Sweet, who is facing the 
end of her marriage, and who, over the course of the book, considers the distinctions between her nows 
and her thens, particularly when recounting what was, while the memories bleed with a pain that still is. 

 
Landay, William                Defending Jacob 
For the past 20 years, Andy Barber has been a happily married, respected assistant D.A. in a small 
Massachusetts town. Within weeks, his professional situation and marriage crumble under the pressure of 
a case involving the stabbing murder of a teenager. Barber's suspicions originally focus on a neighborhood 
pedophile, but before long, damaging evidence mounts that incriminates Jacob, his own 14-year-old son. 
Caught between desperation, loyalty, and instinct, the tenacious prosecutor struggles to make sense of 
disturbing revelations. 

 
Lowell, Elizabeth            Dangerous Refuge 
On the surface Shaye Townsend has little in common with Tanner Davis. Tanner is a big city cop come 
home to the historic Davis family ranch to settle his uncle's estate. Shaye is working for an environmental 
conservancy that acquires and protects old ranches, and she wants to preserve the Davis homestead. 
When the suspicious death of Tanner's uncle throws the two opposites together, tempers flare and sparks 
fly. While they have trouble seeing eye to eye, Shaye and Tanner agree on one thing: They need to 
uncover the truth. Combining their unique skills — Shaye's low-key approach and local connections and 
Tanner's experience as a homicide detective — the unlikely pair share long nights in the pursuit of justice. 
Before they know it, the friction they generate turns to heat, igniting a love neither ever expected to find. 

 
Macomber, Debbie              Starting Now 
High-powered lawyer Libby Morgan is expecting to be named partner of her firm but instead gets laid off. 
Though she's shocked and angry, it may prove to be just what she needs to create the life she deserves. 
Libby's whole life has been devoted to working as hard as possible to hit the mark that will make her feel 
like a success and to live up to the promise she made to her dying mother as a young teen. So when she 
not only doesn't get the coveted partner position, but is fired despite all her talent, effort and hard work, 



everything changes. Libby never sets out to find her center or discover what truly matters; somehow, 
though, as her job hunt encounters one dead end after another, it happens anyway. Living on a dwindling 
severance, first she joins the gym, then she discovers the yarn shop on Blossom Street. But it's when she 
volunteers to hold the preemies at the nearby hospital that things really get interesting. Things like meeting 
the handsome pediatrician, Phillip, and actually taking time to smell the roses, knit the yarn, connect with 
old and new friends, and invest emotionally in the people around her — including a troubled young teen 
with an unsettling secret. So what happens to her new life when her old profession comes calling? 

 
Mantel, Hilary          Bring up the Bodies 
This is the second in Mantel's trilogy charting the Machiavellian trajectory of Thomas Cromwell following 
the Booker award-winning first volume, “Wolf Hall.” Cromwell has been charged with the practical details of 
managing King Henry the VIII's political and religious agendas. The king's thousand-day marriage to Anne 
Boleyn is well along. Princess Elizabeth is a toddler; the exiled Queen Katherine is dying; Henry's 
disinherited daughter Princess Mary is under house arrest, and as Master Secretary, Cromwell, is always 
on call to put out fires at the court of the mercurial Henry. The English people, not to mention much of 
Europe, have never accepted Henry's second marriage as valid, and Anne's upstart relatives are annoying 
some of Britain's more entrenched nobility with their arrogance and preening. Anne has failed to produce a 
son, and despite Cromwell's efforts to warn her (the two were once allies of a sort), she refuses to alter her 
flamboyant behavior, even as Henry is increasingly beguiled by Jane Seymour's contrasting (some would 
say calculated) modesty. Cromwell, a key player in the annulment of Henry's first marriage, must now find 
a pretext for the dismantling of a second. Once he begins interrogating, with threats of torture, Anne's male 
retainers to gather evidence of her adulteries, Mantel has a difficult challenge in keeping up our sympathy 
for Cromwell. She succeeds; mostly by portraying Cromwell as acutely aware that one misstep could land 
him on the scaffold as well. 

 
Montefiore, Santa             The Woman from Paris 
The late Lord Frampton's family is stunned when a beautiful blonde turns up immediately following the 
funeral claiming to be his daughter from a brief relationship before his marriage. The family lawyer confirms 
her identity, states that DNA testing had been done, and further reveals that Phaedra Chancellor is a 
beneficiary in Lord Frampton's will. Phaedra is a charming young woman, and Lady Frampton and her 
three sons are soon happy to make her a part of the family. Even the initially hostile dowager Lady 
Frampton comes around and embraces the woman who has brought joy into their lives at a sad time. If 
only eldest son David weren't feeling more for his half-sister than he should, things would be close to 
perfect. It seems an impossible love — blocked by their blood connection and by the fury of one family 
member who is determined to expose Phaedra as a fraud. Montefiore has written another atmospheric 
novel in which an outsider helps heal a family, and secrets are revealed. 

 
Oates, Joyce Carol            The Accursed 
Crossing history and social commentary with folklore and gothic horror, the prolific, literary Oates offers a 
grandly over-the-top tale. Narrated at some remove by a wasp-tongued historian who pretends objectivity, 
it opens with Annabel, granddaughter of the estimable clergyman Winslow Slade, meeting a seductive if 
slightly menacing man in the family garden in Princeton, NJ. Later, at a fête at the sumptuous "cottage" her 
family is bestowing upon Annabel and her chilly military fiancé, former President Grover Cleveland 
collapses at the (presumed) sight of his dead daughter's ghost. When Annabel is lured from the altar by her 
admirer, who just might be the Devil, it seems that a curse has been laid upon the family and their upper-
crust associates, who disdain upstart Princeton president Woodrow Wilson. As deaths occur and Annabel's 
brother, Josiah, hunts for her while coming into full rebellion against his family, we are taken on a tour of 
hell. Oates’ latest is a big novel that asks a soundless question: If the devil were to come for a visit, where 
would he turn up first? You might not guess Princeton, N.J., but contrary to what you might expect, there is 
no inexplicable supernatural violence; instead, the good citizens of Princeton steadily turn inward and 
against each other, the veneer of civilization swiftly flaking off on the edge of the wilderness within.  

 



Patterson, James            The Kiss 
Whit and Wisty Allgood, a witch and wizard with extraordinary abilities, have defeated the ruthless dictator 
who long overshadowed their world. For the first time in their lives, the powerful brother and sister find 
themselves at odds, as Wisty is drawn to a mysterious and magical stranger named Heath. Wisty has 
never felt as free as she does with Heath, especially when the two of them share and test their magic 
together. But when a merciless Wizard King from the mountains suddenly threatens war, Wisty must make 
an excruciating choice. Will she unite with Whit to fight the mounting dangers that could return their world 
to a tyrant's domain? Or will she trust the beautiful boy who has captured her heart? 

 
Patterson, James              12th of Never 
A week after giving birth, Detective Lindsay Boxer is investigating two of the biggest cases in her career. A 
rising star football player for the San Francisco 49ers is the prime suspect in a grisly murder. At the same 
time, Lindsay is confronted with the strangest story she's ever heard: An eccentric English professor has 
been having vivid nightmares about a violent murder he's convinced is real. Lindsay doesn't believe him, 
but then a shooting is called in, and it fits the professor's description to the last detail. She doesn't have 
much time to stop a terrifying future from unfolding, but all the crimes in the world seem like nothing when 
she’s suddenly faced with the possibility of the most devastating loss of her life. 

 
Picoult, Jodi                   The Storyteller 
Twenty-five-year-old Sage Singer prefers the overnight hours bakers keep. Her face is scarred from a 
trauma, and she is mourning her mother's recent death. Having abandoned her Jewish faith, Sage is 
estranged from her two sisters, but she is still close to her grandmother, Minka, a Holocaust survivor. After 
she strikes up an unlikely friendship with retired German teacher Josef Weber, the loved and respected 
nonagenarian reveals to her that he’s a former SS officer in hiding. He confesses that he seeks 
forgiveness, then wants to die for the terrible acts he committed at Auschwitz, where Sage’s grandmother 
Minka was interned during the Polish occupation. Weaving together the stories of Sage, Josef, and Minka, 
Singer finds herself pinned between morality and retribution.  

 
Robb, J.D.            Calculated in Death 
On Manhattan's Upper East Side a woman lies dead at the bottom of the stairs, stripped of all her 
valuables. Most cops might call it a mugging gone wrong, but Lieutenant Eve Dallas knows better. 
A well-off accountant and a beloved wife and mother, Marta Dickenson doesn’t seem the type to be on 
anyone's hit list. But when Eve and her partner, Peabody, find blood inside the building, the lieutenant 
knows Marta's murder was the work of a killer who's trained, but not professional or smart enough to 
remove all the evidence. When someone steals the files out of Marta's office, Eve must immerse herself in 
her billionaire husband Roarke's world of big business to figure out who's cruel and callous enough to hire 
a hit on an innocent woman. 

 
Robb, J.D.               Delusion in Death 
The latest quarry of Lt. Eve Dallas is the homegrown terrorist who has masterminded a pair of 
unfathomable attacks that leaves 127 citizens dead. One minute On the Rocks is a bar full of whatever 
they call yuppies in 2060 talking about their jobs and plotting seductions; the next minute the yuppies 
morph into murderous savages who kill each other with cocktail forks, stemware, and their bare hands. 
What could have made 93 model citizens run berserk? Since Eve's billionaire husband, Roarke, owns the 
bar, he's involved in the case from the beginning. The personnel of the police lab figure out that the 
disaster was caused by a nefarious gas based on LSD and tweaked with even more dangerous 
hallucinogens. The attack was so successful that there's bound to be another one, and there is, at nearby 
Café West. But this second outrage leads to a breakthrough when Eve links both attacks to the wild 
schemes of the late crackpot scientist Guiseppi Menzini and the apocalyptic Red Horse cult, which 
orchestrated attacks with airborne hallucinogens during the Urban Wars of the early 21st century.  

 



Rutherford, Edward                  Paris 
Internationally bestselling author Rutherfurd has enchanted millions of readers with his sweeping, 
multigenerational dramas that illuminate great achievements and travails throughout history. In this 
breathtaking saga of love, war, art, and intrigue, he takes readers on a journey through thousands of years 
of Parisian history. Moving back and forth across centuries, the story unfolds through intimate and vivid 
tales of self-discovery, divided loyalties, passion, and long-kept secrets of characters both fictional and 
real, all set against the backdrop of the glorious city — from the building of Notre Dame to the dangerous 
machinations of Cardinal Richlieu; from the glittering court of Versailles, to the violence of the French 
Revolution; from the hedonism of the Belle Époque, the heyday of the impressionists, to the tragedy of the 
First World War; from the 1920s when the writers of the Lost Generation could be found drinking at Les 
Deux Magots, to the Nazi occupation; the heroic efforts of the French Resistance, and the 1968 student 
revolt. With his unrivaled blend of impeccable research and narrative verve, Rutherfurd weaves an 
extraordinary narrative tapestry that captures all the glory of the most magnificent city in the world. 

 
Smith, Haywood                Out of Warranty 
In her quirky new novel, Smith follows two ailing oddballs — one a widow, the other a recluse — as they 
struggle to overcome medical problems. Cassie Jones, who has been branded a hypochondriac, is 
relieved to learn that her multitude of symptoms can be traced to a mold allergy. Unfortunately, she’s 
uninsured. While at the doctor’s, she becomes acquainted with cranky Jack Wilson, whose filthy farmhouse 
is packed to the rafters with “part trash, part treasure.” They begin a careful friendship based on their 
mutual poor health, which keeps them on “the same wretched diet” and medications. When it dawns on 
Jack that he has the insurance Cassie seeks, while she has a clean place for him to live, Jack proposes 
that they marry and live as platonic friends. But the promise of health might not be enough for the two to 
overcome what holds them back. 
 
Söderberg, Alexander            The Andalucian Friend 
Since her husband’s death, Sophie Brinkmann’s life is perfectly uneventful. She’s a nurse and a single 
mother, whose life revolves around her son and her work at a hospital in a sleepy Stockholm suburb.  
When she meets patient Hector Guzman, she likes that he takes her to restaurants and a poetry reading. 
She likes his quiet charm and easy smile. She likes the way he welcomes her into his family.  She quickly 
learns, though, that his smooth façade masks something much more sinister — he’s the head of an 
international crime ring that is at war with a rival organization.  Before she can fully grasp the extent of his 
dangerous world, her life starts to come undone: her family is at risk, a long-lost love mysteriously 
resurfaces, and she realizes that she can trust no one.  Whether she likes it or not, she’s now at the center 
of a global turf war between Spanish drug traffickers, German gangsters, Russian hit men, and Swedish 
cops. To get out alive, and with her integrity intact, she will have to summon everything within her to 
navigate this intricate web of moral ambiguity, deadly obsession, and craven gamesmanship.               

 
Stedman, M.L.               The Light Between Oceans 
In 1918, after four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia to take a 
job as the lighthouse keeper on remote Janus Rock. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes 
only four times a year and shore leaves are granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, 
and loving wife, Isabel. Three years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel is 
tending the grave of her newly lost infant when she hears a baby's cries on the wind. A boat has washed 
up on shore carrying a dead man and a living baby. Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are 
meticulous and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific war, wants to report the dead man and the 
infant immediately. But Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her breast. Against Tom's judgment, they claim 
the child as their own and name her Lucy, but a rift begins to grow between them. When Lucy is two, Tom 
and Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other people in the world … and one of 
them is desperate to find her lost baby. Stedman's extraordinarily compelling characters, still trying to make 
sense of life in the wake of so much death in the war, are imperfect people seeking to find their north star 



in a world of incomprehensible complexity. This extraordinary debut is a beautiful novel about isolation and 
courage in the face of enormous loss. 

 
White, Randy Wayne              Night Moves 
While trying to solve one of Florida’s most profound secrets, Doc Ford is the target of a murder attempt by 
someone who wants to make it look like an accident. Or is the target actually his side-kick Tomlinson? 
Whatever the answer, the live-aboards and fishing guides at Dinkin’s Bay on Sanibel Island are becoming 
increasingly nervous — and wary — after a near-poisoning, a plane crash, and an explosion make it 
apparent that Ford and Tomlinson are dangerous companions. What their small family of friends doesn’t 
know is that their secret pasts make it impossible for the two of them to go to the law for help. There is an 
assassin on the loose, and it is up to them to find the killer — before he (or she) finishes the job. 

 
Wouk, Herman             The Lawgiver 
Sixty-four years after the publication of his first novel, Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Wouk tackles, at age 
97, what he calls an "impossible novel:" the story of Moses. He succeeds in an artfully oblique, amazing, 
and modern way. He inserts himself as himself — the writer from whom Hollywood producers must obtain 
screenwriter approval, a precondition imposed by the wealthy backer for a blockbuster Moses movie. 
Employing an epistolary format, Wouk moves the stories of film creation and personal relationships forward 
through the many voices of his characters delivered by emails, faxes, FedExes, text messages, interoffice 
memos, trade articles, and actual letters. The characters pop off the page fully animated and imagined. 
Chief among them are his brilliant, dearly loved wife, Betty Wouk; Margo Solovei, a young, ambitious 
filmmaker who defies her Orthodox Jewish father to follow her artistic dreams; and Margo's disarming early 
love, Joshua Lewin, who has grown into a thoughtful, successful lawyer who still loves her. Anyone who 
has wrestled with sacred religious tradition of any kind will appreciate this story. 

  
Large Print — Nonfiction 
Aldous, Richard                Reagan and Thatcher 
For decades historians have perpetuated the myth of a "Churchillian" relationship between Ronald Reagan 
and Margaret Thatcher, citing their alliance as an example of the "special" bond between the United States 
and Britain. However, Aldous argues in this penetrating dual biography, Reagan and Thatcher clashed 
repeatedly — over the Falklands war, Grenada, and the SDI and nuclear weapons — while carefully 
cultivating a harmonious image for the public and the press. With the stakes enormously high, these 
political titans struggled to work together to confront the greatest threat of their time: the USSR. Brilliantly 
reconstructing some of their most dramatic encounters, Aldous draws on recently declassified documents 
and extensive oral history to dismantle the popular conception of Reagan-Thatcher diplomacy. His startling 
conclusion — that the weakest link in the Atlantic Alliance of the 1980s was the association between the 
two principal actors — will mark an important contribution to our understanding of the 20th century. 

 
Bego, Mark          Aretha Franklin: the Queen of Soul 
Originally positioned to become a gospel star in her father’s Detroit church, Aretha had a privileged urban 
upbringing. Stars such as Mahalia Jackson, Dinah Washington, and Sam Cooke regularly visited her 
father, Rev. C. L. Franklin. It wasn’t long before she was creating a string of hits, from “Respect” to 
“Freeway of Love,” and becoming one of the most beloved singers of the 20th century. This bestselling 
author’s detailed research includes in-person interviews with record producers Jerry Wexler, Clyde Otis, 
and Clive Davis, Aretha’s first husband, several of her singing star contemporaries, and a rare one-on-one 
session with Aretha herself. Every album, every accolade, and every heart-breaking personal drama is 
examined with clarity and neutrality, allowing Franklin’s colorful story to unfold on its own. With two 
teenage pregnancies and an abusive first marriage, drinking problems, battles with her weight, the murder 
of her father, and tabloid wars, Aretha’s life has been a roller coaster. This freshly updated and expanded 
biography will give readers a clear understanding of what made Aretha Franklin the “Queen of Soul.” 

 



Boo, Katherine          Behind the Beautiful Forevers 
In her book debut, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Boo creates an intimate, unforgettable portrait of India's 
urban poor. Mumbai's sparkling new airport and surrounding luxury hotels welcome visitors to the 
globalized, privatized, competitive India. Across the highway, behind a brightly colored ad for floor tiles 
repeating “Beautiful Forever” is a wall shutting out the slum of Annawadi from the view of travelers leaving 
the airport. Built on top of tons of garbage and next to a vast pool of sewage, Annawadi is one of many 
such places that house the millions of poor of Mumbai. For more than three years, Boo lived among and 
learned from the residents, observing their struggles and quarrels, listening to their dreams and despair, 
recording it all. She came away with a detailed portrait of individuals daring to aspire but too often denied a 
chance — their lives viewed as an embarrassment to the modernized wealthy. The author poignantly 
details these many lives: Abdul, a quiet buyer of recyclable trash who wished for nothing more than what 
he had; Zehrunisa, Abdul's mother, a Muslim matriarch among hostile Hindu neighbors; Asha, the 
ambitious slum leader who used her connections and body in a vain attempt to escape from Annawadi; 
Manju, her beautiful, intelligent daughter whose hopes laid in the new India of opportunity; Sunil, the 
master scavenger, a little boy who would not grow; Meena, who drank rat poison rather than become a 
teenage bride in a remote village; Kalu, the charming garbage thief who was murdered and left by the side 
of the road. Boo brilliantly brings to life the residents of Annawadi, allowing the reader to know them and 
admire the fierce intelligence that allows them to survive in a world trying to shut them out. India may have 
a thriving economy and expansive future, but Boo shows us the lives excluded from those attainments as 
she follows members of a ragged Mumbai slum improvised on the edge of the city’s 21st-century 
expansion with character studies so eloquent that readers may forget these are realities. 
 
Bronson, Po & Merryman, Ashley           Top Dog 
Po’s latest explores the cutting edge science behind life's triumphs and failures, and offers insight from 
politics, finance, science, sports, and economics on gaining a competitive advantage. 

 
Brown, Brené            Daring Greatly 
The brilliantly insightful Brené Brown draws upon extensive research and personal experience to explore 
the paradoxes of courage: we become strong by embracing vulnerability; we dare more greatly when we 
acknowledge our fear. A research professor at the University of Houston Graduate College of Social Work, 
Brown is the first to admit that vulnerability makes her uncomfortable, but posits that daring to fail is the 
only true way to be wholeheartedly engaged in any aspect of life. “Experiencing vulnerability isn’t a choice 
— the only choice we have is how we’re going to respond when we are confronted with uncertainty, risk 
and emotional disclosure,” she says. Laying out a roadmap for change, the author includes chapters on 
eliminating blame and shame from work and education, and daring to be the adults we want our children to 
be. At the same time, she explores what drives people to feel vulnerable and how to address common 
coping mechanisms. Brown’s theories — complete with personal and not always flattering examples from 
her own life — will draw readers in and have them considering what steps they would dare to take if shame 
and fear were not present. 
 

Browne, Sylvia          Past Lives of the Rich and Famous 
Renowned psychic Browne has written about what celebrities are doing after death. But she has not written 
about what they were doing before birth — until now. In her latest, Sylvia fills readers in on the past lives 
and deeds of some of the biggest celebrities of all time — from Amy Winehouse and Steve Jobs, to 
Elizabeth Taylor and Elvis Presley. With detailed stories, Sylvia explains how past lives work: why we 
continue to come back to this earthly plane, how cell memory can cause us to feel homesick for a place we 
think we have never visited, and how a birthmark can be a carryover from an injury from a past life. Browne 
explains that, after all, past lives aren't someone else's — they are your own. Each of us has our own spirit 
that endures through the passage of time and the ending — and beginning — of different lives. 

 
 



Cordery, Stacy          Juliette Gordon Low 
In celebration of the Girl Scouts' centennial, this biography is a salute to its maverick founder. Here, 
historian Cordery celebrates the unique life of the woman who introduced the Girl Scouts in America. Born 
in Savannah, Georgia in 1860, Low was known throughout her life as “Daisy.” Headstrong, with an 
eccentric streak, (her family nicknamed her “Crazy Daisy”), she had a lifelong sense of compassion for the 
underdog. After an unsuccessful marriage to the wealthy but philandering Englishman William “Willy” 
Mackay Low, she took the brave step of divorcing him in 1905. During that time, Low’s chronic ear 
problems also led to botched treatment that resulted in partial deafness. In an era when unattached older 
women were expected to either remarry or fade away, Low remained visible in both London and Savannah 
society. Yearning for a purpose in life, she found one in 1911 after meeting Gen. Sir Robert Baden-Powell, 
the British Army hero who founded the Boy Scouts in England. Drawn to Baden-Powell’s conviction that 
scouting should be fun, Low formed her own group of “Girl Guides” — the Girl Scouts’ original name — 
near her Scotland home, the precursor for the phenomenon she’d bring to America in 1912. With her 
relentless enthusiasm and dedication, she helped the fledgling organization grow from a handful of 
Savannah girls to more than 90,000 Girl Scouts a few years before her death in 1927. 
 

Donald, Aida       Citizen Soldier: A Life of Harry S. Truman 
When Harry S. Truman left the White House in 1953, his reputation was in ruins. Tarred by corruption 
scandals and his controversial decision to drop nuclear bombs on Japan, he ended his second term with 
an abysmal approval rating, his presidency widely considered a failure. But this dim view of Truman 
ignores his crucial role in the 20th century and his enduring legacy. In this incisive biography of the 33rd 
president, Aida shows that, for all his failings, Truman deserves recognition as the principal architect of the 
American postwar world. When Franklin Roosevelt passed away in April 1945, Truman unexpectedly found 
himself at the helm of the American war effort — and in command of the atomic bomb, the most lethal 
weapon humanity had ever seen. Truman’s decisive leadership during the remainder of World War II, and 
the period that followed, reshaped American politics, economics, and foreign relations. In the process, 
Truman delineated the complex international order that would dominate global politics for the next four 
decades. Yet his accomplishments, such as the liberal reforms of the Fair Deal, have long been 
overshadowed by his scandalous second term. A psychologically penetrating portrait, this book candidly 
weighs Truman’s moments of astonishing greatness against his profound shortcomings, offering a 
balanced treatment of one of Americas most consequential — and misunderstood — presidents. 

 
Dreher, Rod               The Little Way of Ruthie Leming 
This emotionally complex and genuinely affecting memoir follows Dreher, a Philadelphia journalist, back to 
his hometown of St. Francisville, Louisiana (pop. 1,700) in the wake of his younger sister Ruthie's death. 
When she was diagnosed at age 40 with a virulent form of cancer, Dreher was moved by the way the 
community he had left behind rallied around his dying sister, a schoolteacher. He was also struck by the 
grace and courage with which his sister dealt with the disease that eventually took her life. In Louisiana for 
Ruthie's funeral in 2011, Dreher began to wonder whether the ordinary life Ruthie led in their town was in 
fact a path of hidden grandeur, even spiritual greatness, concealed within the modest life of a mother and 
teacher. The outpouring of love and support he saw from the townspeople made him wonder once again if 
he had made the right choice to leave. Inspired by his sister’s life, Dreher began the difficult process of 
humbly accepting "the limitations of place" to finally know "the joys that [could] also be found there." 
 

Horowitz, Alexandra               On Looking 
In this delightful collection of essays, Horowitz turns neighborhood walks into an exploration of how people 
interpret the world. Each walk she writes of pairs her with a different companion. Each experience offers 
expertise in a wildly different arena, from the fractured geology of Horowitz's native Manhattan; to a city 
block's surprisingly abundant insect life, or how blind people experience the world. Some walks playfully 
dip into academic specialties, as when Dr. Bennett Lorber displays his Sherlock Holmes–like knack for 
diagnosing passersby, or when urban behaviorist Fred Kent shares his counterintuitive perspective as 
president of the Project for Public Spaces. Elsewhere, a sound engineer explains the "auditory restoration" 



phenomenon, in which the mind fills in unheard sounds, while a typographer examines fonts and lettering 
on signs and buildings, going so far as to distinguish between different forms of the letter "Q." The quirks in 
how each individual processes the same picture provide readers with their own eyes refreshed, ready to 
take a good look around them. Alexandra is charmingly adept at explaining the mysteries of human 
perception. Trained as a cognitive scientist, she discovers a feast of fascinating detail, all explained with 
her generous humor and self-deprecating tone. Page by page, Horowitz shows readers how much more 
there is to see and encourages us to rediscover the extraordinary things that we are missing in our ordinary 
activities. Even when engaged in the simplest of things like taking a walk around the block, we pay so little 
attention to most of what is right before us that we are sleepwalkers in our own lives. 

 
Jennings, Ken            Because I Said So! 
Jeopardy! champion Jennings tackles the not-so-trivial matters of parenting advice in his latest eye-
opening book. With his trademark wit and genius, he dissects common phrases most adults say to their 
children at one time or another. Using solid research, he judges whether long-held beliefs are true or false. 
For example, are poinsettias really poisonous? Definitely not, he writes, citing a hilarious study to prove his 
point. Part entertainment and part informative, in a style that’s reminiscent of a quiz show, he assures 
parents that most of the things we worry about won’t hurt us at all. Talking to strangers isn’t so dangerous 
and those silica gel packets in pill bottles won’t kill anyone. Some of the topics — don’t sneeze or your 
eyeballs will fall out — are obviously false, but he skillfully generates interest by telling the reader how 
these myths originated. And, of course, a few bits, like “don’t stare at the sun,” are true. Jennings imparts 
wisdom and good sense in this highly entertaining and oddly educational book. 

 
Knox, Amanda          Waiting to Be Heard 
In November 2007, 20-year-old Knox, an American studying in Perugia, Italy, was arrested for the 
gruesome murder of her British roommate, Meredith Kercher, resulting in sensationalist news coverage 
worldwide. Convicted and jailed after a deeply polarizing trial, Knox served until 2011, when an appeals 
court overturned the conviction. Here, she draws on journals she kept throughout her ordeal to give us her 
side of the story. 

 
Larson, Erik                The Devil in the White City 
Larson intertwines the true tale of the 1893 World's Fair and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to 
lure his victims to their death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, this newly 
discovered history has all the thrills of fiction. Larson tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the 
architect responsible for the fair's construction, and H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a 
charming doctor. Burnham's challenge was immense. In a short period of time, he was forced to overcome 
the death of his partner and numerous other obstacles to construct the famous "White City" around which 
the fair was built. His efforts to complete the project, and the fair's incredible success, are skillfully related 
along with entertaining appearances by such notables as Buffalo Bill Cody, Susan B. Anthony, and 
Thomas Edison. The activities of the sinister Dr. Holmes, who is believed to be responsible for scores of 
murders around the time of the fair, are equally remarkable. He devised and erected the World's Fair Hotel, 
complete with crematorium and gas chamber, near the fairgrounds and used the event as well as his own 
charismatic personality to lure victims. Combining the stories of an architect and a killer in one book, mostly 
in alternating chapters, seems like an odd choice, but it works. The magical appeal and horrifying dark side 
of 19th-century Chicago are both revealed through Larson's skillful writing. 
 
Mann, William J.                Hello, Gorgeous: Becoming Barbra Streisand 
Bestselling biographer Mann chronicles a dazzling series of events as Streisand “gate-crashed her way to 
fame.” Mann tightens the focus in this hefty volume to just the early, formative years of her career, 
choosing 1964 as his cutoff point. Beginning with her 1960 acting classes at age 17 and her friends then, 
he traces her journey as a performer. Boyfriend Barré Dennen steered her away from acting into singing, 
giving her an education on the great female vocalists and helping her develop a club act. After winning 



contests at a gay Greenwich Village club, she changed her name from Barbara to Barbra (to become “the 
only Barbra in the world”). Her nightclub performances “displayed the raw power of Piaf,” and word spread. 
After her TV debut on “The Tonight Show,” she arrived on Broadway in 1962 in “I Can Get It for You 
Wholesale,” followed by “Funny Girl” two years later. The marketing of Streisand and the men in her life are 
key themes throughout. Combining extensive interviews (some anonymous) and exhaustive archival 
research, Mann balances intimate personal details with audience reactions and critical acclaim to etch an 
indelible portrait of the artist as a young woman. 

 
Meyers, Joyce                      Making Good Habits, Breaking Bad Habits 
From nail biting to cell phone addiction, procrastination to overspending, bad habits seem to outnumber the 
good ones. Unfortunately, bad habits exact a price that outweighs the immediate gratification that they 
bring. In her latest, Meyer starts by examining the nature of habits. As a Bible teacher, she believes it’s 
helpful to start your day by reading the Bible and communing with God, asking for His help in your efforts to 
overcome the habits you want to break and establishing new ones in their place. She then explores how to 
break bad habits by examining the destructive, negative behavior patterns. The author moves on to 
discuss 14 good habits and devotes a chapter to each. By the end of this book, the reader should have a 
specific roadmap to follow until the behavior has become automatic. 
 
Neel, Armon & Hogan, Bill      Are Your Prescriptions Killing You? 
Fifth-generation pharmacist Armon B. Neel, Jr., is on a mission to help you and your loved ones 
understand what you need to know about the risks, dangers, and benefits of prescription drugs. He 
explains what facts need to be taken into account when prescribing medication to older patients and the 
catastrophic results that occur when they’re not. Armon gives you the information you need to be certain 
that you’re getting the right dosage of the right medicine, and he arms you with the most effective 
questions to ask doctors. Rich with real-life case studies, this groundbreaking book offers older people, 
who are most at risk, and the boomers who often care for them, a road map to better health. This gripping 
narrative provides essential information for anyone who depends on prescription medications, and reading 
it may save a loved one’s life — or your own. 

 
Pandl, Julia          Memoir of the Sunday Brunch  
At age 12, Julie was initiated into the rite of the Sunday brunch, a weekly madhouse at her father’s 
Milwaukee-based restaurant, where she and her eight older siblings before her did service in a situation of 
controlled chaos, learning the ropes of the family business and, more important, learning life lessons that 
would shape them for all the years to come. In her wry memoir, she looks back on those formative years, a 
time not just of growing up, but ultimately, of becoming a source of strength and support as the world her 
father knew began to change into a tougher, less welcoming place. She writes that her debt is to her father: 
who commanded his brigade of nine children, of whom Julia was the youngest, with the aplomb of an 
admiral at sea in a storm. Her memoir of her pancakes and bacon apprenticeship manages to be 
charming, hilarious, and touching, even as it exuberantly conveys its gentle lessons about rites of passage. 

 
Parrott, Drs. Les & Leslie          Love Talk 
Acclaimed relationship experts Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott present their simple plan full of new insights that 
will revolutionize communication in love relationships. The first steps to improving any marriage or love 
relationship are to identify your fear factors and determine your personal communication styles, and then 
learn how two can best interact. In this no-nonsense book, 'psychobabble' is translated into easy-to-
understand language that clearly teaches readers what you need to do — and not do — to speak each 
other's language like never before. 

 
Posnanski, Joe               Paterno 
Posnanski spent the last two years of Joe Paterno’s life covering the coach on and off the field, having 
gained unprecedented access to his personal notes and files. Posnanski was with Paterno and his family 



when the horrific scandal unfolded that eventually consumed him, and he was there when, less than three 
months later, the legendary coach died of lung cancer, bringing a tragic end to his epic life. Written with 
Paterno’s full cooperation, this biography is the fullest description readers will ever have of one of 
America’s most charismatic and now controversial coaches. 

 
Rogak, Lisa                Dogs of Courage 
The author gives a broad overview of dogs in service today, as well as the history of dogs providing 
support in a myriad of settings. She profiles guide and assistance dogs, fire and police dogs, medical 
research-assistant canines, wildlife and conservation dogs, and therapy dogs. Training programs were 
instituted when World War I began, and dogs have served in the military since. As Rogak notes, there is 
overlap between the different types of service dogs and the skills that are called upon. There are distinctly 
different training requirements for different types of service. A dog trained in providing therapy support, 
particularly when the service is being provided to children, must acquiesce to having their ears and tails 
tugged on by little hands, whereas a police dog by necessity requires sharper self-preservation instincts. 
Rogak gives dog enthusiasts plenty of reinforcement for the assertion that dogs are man's best friend.  

 
Rubin, Gretchen               Happier at Home 
In her earlier book “The Happiness Project,” Rubin dedicated each month for a year to a theme , 
(friendship, work, etc.), each accompanied by “a handful of modest resolutions.” In this sequel, spanning 
September through May, Rubin narrows her focus to strategies to feel more at home, in her home. She 
wanted a place that calmed her and energized her; a place that, made her feel safe, freeing her to take 
risks. Also, while Rubin wanted to be happier at home, she wanted to appreciate how much happiness was 
already there. Here she focuses on factors such as possessions, marriage, time, and parenthood. With her 
signature blend of memoir, science, philosophy, and experimentation, Rubin’s passion jumps off the page  
and reading just a few chapters of this book will inspire readers to find more happiness in their own lives. 

 
Russo, Richard                  Elsewhere: a Memoir 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Russo turns to memoir in this hilarious and bittersweet account of his 
lifelong bond with his high-strung, spirited mother — and the small town she spent her life trying to escape. 
Anyone familiar with Russo’s novels will recognize Gloversville: once famous for producing nine out of ten 
dress gloves in the United States. By the time Rick was born, ladies had stopped wearing gloves and 
Gloversville was on its way out. Jean Russo instilled in her son her dream of a better life elsewhere, a 
dream that prompted her to follow him across the country when he went to college. Their adventures and 
tribulations on that road trip were a preview of the hold his mother would continue to have on him as she 
kept trying desperately to change her life. Recounted with a clear-eyed mix of regret, nostalgia, and love, 
this is a stirring tribute to the tenacious grip of the past. 

 
Shlaes, Amity             Coolidge 
Nicknamed "Silent Cal," our 30th President was so low-key that even his contemporaries sometimes 
dismissed him as a relative nonentity. That attitude might change with this new biography by journalist 
Shlaes. She argues that what this mild-mannered Massachusetts lawyer lacked in charisma; he gained in 
effectiveness and honest resolve. Although Coolidge was sometimes considered old-fashioned, he was the 
most modern of presidents, advancing not only the automobile trade but also aviation. Coolidge's discipline 
and composure, Shlaes reveals, represented not weakness, but strength. First as governor of 
Massachusetts, then as president, Coolidge proved unafraid to take on the divisive issues of this crucial 
period: reining in public-sector unions, curtailing spending, and rejecting funding for new interest groups. 
Perhaps more than any other president, Coolidge understood that doing less could yield more. He reduced 
the federal budget during his time in office even as the economy grew, wages rose, tax rates fell, and 
unemployment dropped. As a husband, father, and citizen, the 30th president made an equally firm 
commitment to moderation, shunning lavish parties and special treatment. To him the presidency was not a 



bully pulpit but a place for humble service. Overcoming private tragedy while in office — including the 
death of a son — Coolidge showed the nation how to persevere by persevering himself.  
 
Sonnenberg, Susanna          She Matters: a Life in Friendships 
With remarkable candor, wit, and wisdom, Sonnenberg fearlessly examines her female friendships since 
childhood, brilliantly articulating the ways each sustained, sometimes devastated, and ultimately defined 
her. This book is a dazzling, poetic love letter to what women share, an unforgettable memoir you'll 
immediately want to pass along to friends. 

 
Stashower, Daniel               The Hour of Peril 
In February of 1861, just days before he assumed the presidency, Abraham Lincoln faced a “clear and 
fully-matured” threat of assassination as he traveled by train from Springfield to Washington for his 
inauguration. Over a period of 13 days the legendary detective Allan Pinkerton worked feverishly to detect 
and thwart the plot, assisted by a captivating young widow named Kate Warne, America’s first female 
private eye. Stashower explains how Pinkerton, a temperamental Scottish cooper turned “fierce and 
incorruptible lawman” and founder of the Pinkerton Agency, sought to infiltrate a murderous group led by 
Cypriano Ferrandini, an outspoken Italian barber in Baltimore. Interwoven with the tale of Pinkerton and 
company’s efforts to foil what would become known as the Baltimore Plot, Stashower offers a rich portrait 
of a resolute but weary Lincoln as he makes his way, both politically and physically, to the White House. As 
everyone knows, he arrived without incident, but while he saved his skin, he lost some respect for stealing 
into the capital “like a thief in the night,” as one newspaper put it. 

 
Theoharis, Jeanne          The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks 
Theoharis deftly examines the Parks narrative from myriad pertinent perspectives. She fills gaps in the 
story of the 1955 Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott by illuminating this central character who was no 
one's pawn, no organization's plant, but a self-aware activist who unknowingly, but gladly, lit the fuse to the 
keg igniting the Civil Rights Era. Relegated primarily to a symbolic role, Parks nonetheless traveled 
extensively, spoke eloquently, and worked tirelessly on behalf of civil rights organizations. However, her 
unwillingness to self-identify as a noteworthy individual had the unfortunate consequence that neither of 
the groups in whose fundraising she was so intimately involved, (the NAACP and the Montgomery 
Improvement Association), felt emboldened to take much responsibility for the personal and economic 
fallout Parks and her family suffered as a result of her actions. They moved to Detroit in 1957, where she 
found ample opportunity to continue her work. Theoharis recounts the fascinating new allies Parks 
encountered as the years progressed and her politics stayed true. 

 
Large Print — Inspirational Fiction 
Baer, Judy     The Bachelor Boss 
Bateman, Tracey   The Widow of Saunders Creek 
Bates, Erin    Her Amish Man 
Copeland, Lori    Under the Summer Sky 
Ganshert, Katie    Wishing on Willows 
Gould, Leslie    Courting Cate 
Goyer, Tricia    Beyond Hope’s Valley 
Gray, Shelley Shepard  Daybreak 
Greiman, Lois    Finding Home 
Kirkpatrick, Jane   One Glorious Ambition 
Pettrey, Dani    Shattered 
Sawyer, Kim Vogel   Sweet Sanctuary 
Snelling, Lauraine   A Place to Belong 



Tatlock, Ann    Sweet Mercy 
Thomas, Jodi    Chance of a Lifetime 
Wingate, Lisa    Firefly Island 
Wiseman, Beth    The House that Love Built 
Woodsmall, Cindy   The Winnowing Season 
 
Large Print — Mystery/Suspense/Adventure 
Albert, Susan Wittig   Widow’s Tears 
Baggott, Julianna   Fuse 
Ballard, Mignon F.   Miss Dimple Suspects 
Box, C.J.     Breaking Point 
Caroll, Robin    Strand of Deception 
Christie, Agatha    The Sittaford Mystery 
Kaaberbøl, Lene &    Invisible Murder 
   Friis, Agnete   
McCall Smith, Alexander  The Limpopo Academy of Private Detective 
McCreight, Kimberley  Reconstructing Amelia 
Neuhaus, Nele    Snow White Must Die 
Savage, Michael   A Time for War 
Stohl, Margaret    Icons 

Talley, Marcia    The Last Refuge 
Tang, Camy    Narrow Escape 
Thurlo, Aimée & David  A Time of Change 
Wiehl, Lis     A Matter of Trust 
 
Large Print — Romance 
Cote, Lyn     Their Frontier Family 
Dellin, Genell    Sweet Tea for Two 
Hannay, Barbara   Falling for Mr. Mysterious 
Lennox, Marion    Her Outback Rescuer 
Medeiros, Teresa   The Temptation of Your Touch 
Robins, Patricia    Where Duty Lies 
Thompson, Janice   Picture Perfect 
Woods, Sherryl    Angel Mine 
 
Large Print — General Fiction 
Brazer, Ellen    And So It Was Written 
Brown, T.J.    Summerset Abbey 
Cannell, Dorothy   Sea Glass Summer 
Coplin, Amanda    The Orchardist 
Kenney, John    Truth in Advertising 
Lee, Ashton    The Cherry Cola Book Club 
Myers, Cindy    The View from Here 
Pekkanen, Sarah   The Best of Us 
Schrank, Ben    Love is a Canoe 



Semple, Maria    Where’d You Go, Bernadette 
Walker, Karen Thompson  The Age of Miracles 
Wecker, Helene    The Golem and the Jinni 
Wiseman, Ellen Marie   The Plum Tree 
 
Large Print — Westerns 
Brand, Max   Bandit’s Trail 
Cotton, Ralph   Lookout Hill 
Cotton, Ralph   Valley of the Gun 
Dunlap, Phil   Ambush Creek 
Richmond, Roe   The Wild Breed 
Wheeler, Richard S.  The Two Medicine River 
Zimmer, Michael  Dust and Glory 
 
Regular Print — Fiction 
Bagshawe, Tilly   Sidney Sheldon’s The Tides of Memory 
Baldacci, David   The Hit 
Berenson, Alex   Night Ranger 
Berg, Elizabeth   Tapestry of Fortunes 
Bezos, Mackenzie  Traps 

Binchy, Maeve   A Week in Winter 
Bishop, Anne   Written in Red: a Novel of the Others 
Black, Cara   Murder Below Montparnassee 
Bowen, Rhys   Family Way 
Box, C.J.    Breaking Point 
Bradford, Barbara Taylor Secrets from the Past 
Bradley, C. Alan   Speaking from Among the Bones 
Brooks, Terry   Bloodfire Quest 
Childs, Laura   Sweet Tea Revenge 
Clark, Mary Higgins  Daddy’s Gone A Hunting  
Coben, Harlan   Six Years 
Crombie, Deborah  The Sound of Broken Glass 
Cussler, Clive   Striker 
Dickey, Eric Jerome  Decadence 
Fields, Tricia   Scratchgravel Road 
Fforde, Katie   Perfect Proposal 
Gardner, Lisa   Touch & Go 
Gass, William H.  Middle C 
Goodman, Thea   Sunshine When She’s Gone 
Griffiths, Elly   Dying Fall 
Hall, Louisa   Carriage House 
Haruf, Kent   Benediction 
Hood, Ann    Obituary Writer 
Hosseini, Khaled  And the Mountains Echoed 
Johnstone, William  Support Your Local Deputy 



Kelly, Erin    The Burning Air 
Evans, Richard Paul  A Step of Faith 
Woods, Sherryl   Wind Chime Point 
Kingsbury, Karen  Chance 
Koch, Hermann   Dinner 
Macomber, Debbie  Starting Now 
Mallery, Susan   Three Sisters 
Margolin, Phillip  Sleight of Hand 
Masello, Robert   The Romanov Cross 
McCafferty, Keith  Gray Ghost Murders 
Mcilvain, Ryan   Elders 
Meister, Ellen   Farewell, Dorothy Parker 
Mina, Denise   Gods and Beasts 
Mosely, Walter   Little Green 
Parks, Brad   Good Cop 
Perry, Anne   Midnight at Marble Arch  
Perry, Thomas   Boyfriend 
Peterson, Tracie  Icecutter’s Daughter 
Picoult, Jodi   The Storyteller 
Robb, J.D.    Calculated in Death 

Rosenberg, Joel C.  Damascus Count Down 
Scottoline, Lisa   Don’t Go 
Souljah, Sister   Deeper Love Inside: The Porsche Santiaga Story 
Steel, Danielle   Until the End of Time   
Talty, Stephan   Black Irish 
Weber, David   Shadow of Freedom 
White, Randy Wayne  Night Moves 
Wolitzer, Meg   The Interestings 
 
 
 
Regular Print — Nonfiction 
Berler, Ron Raising the Curve: A Year Inside One of America’s 28,000  

   Failing Public Schools 
 
Bilas, Jay    Toughness: Developing True Strength On and Off the  

   Court 
 
Bush, Jeb    Immigration Wars: Forging an American Solution 
 
Charan, Ram   Global Tilt: Lead Your Business through the Great  

   Economic Power Shift 
 
Coughlin, Tom   Earn the Right to Win: How Success in Any Field Starts  

   with Superior Preparation 



Davis, Clive   The Soundtrack of My Life 
 
Freeberg, Ernest  The Age of Edison: Electric Light and the Invention of  

   Modern America  
 
Gellately, Robert  Stalin’s Curse: Battling for Communism in War and Cold 

   War 
 
Gore, Albert   The Future: Six Drivers of Global Change  
 
Hill, Jenna Miscavige  Beyond Belief: My Secret Life inside Scientology and My  

   Harrowing Escape  
 
Kiernan, Denise   The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women  

   Who Helped Win World War II 
 
Marconi, Richard A.  Palm Beach: Then & Now Series 
 
Mealer, Bryan   Muck City: Winning and Losing in Football’s Forgotten  

   Town 

 
Moreno, Rita   Rita Moreno: A Memoir 
 
Moss, Michael   Salt, Sugar, Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us 
 
Mottola, Tommy   Hitmaker: The Man and His Music 
 
Piazza, Mike   Long Shot 
 
Pulitzer, Lisa Beth  Banished: Surviving My Years in the Westboro Baptist  

   Church 
 
Ruta, Domenica   With or Without You: A Memoir 
 
Shlaes, Amity   Coolidge 
 
Summitt, Pat Head  Sum It Up: 1,098 Victories, a Couple of Irrelevant Losses,  

   and a Life in Perspective 
 
Walker, Alice   The World Will Follow Joy: Turning Madness into Flowers,  

   New Poems 
 
Wilhite, Jud   Pursued: God’s Divine Obsession with You  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Palm Beach County        For more information or assistance, 
Board of County Commissioners                                  call Books-By-Mail 
Steven L. Abrams, Mayor                                                   from 9 am to 5 pm 
Priscilla A. Taylor, Vice Mayor                        Monday through Friday 
Hal R. Valeche                        (Greater West Palm Beach) 
Paulette Burdick                                561-649-5482                                                                                                
Shelley Vana              (Toll-Free) 
Mary Lou Berger                         1-888-780-5151  
Jess R. Santamaria 
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