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National Volunteer Appreciation Week, April 23-29, 2017

“Libraries Transform”

National Library Week, April 9-15, 2017

Celebrate

English Exchange @ Your Library

Left to right: Barbara Bednarek, Mark Whittle, Donna
Garrett, Elizabeth Braunworth (Facilitator), Marianne
Estrada, Kim Huffstutter, Mona Sadek, Judy Barag,
Bruce Hamilton, Shelsea Estiverne

Did you know that a Literacy
AmeriCorps grant has allowed
the Library to offer free conversational English classes to
new members of our community? As the need for the service continues to grow, a pilot
program to train staff members was developed by Elizabeth Braunworth who worked
closely with our current AmeriCorps member, Shannon
Wolverton. Staffers from our
Acreage, Bookmobile, Gardens, Lantana, Okeechobee
Boulevard, Wellington branches and our Main Library volunteered to participate. We
thank the group for their interest, insights and enthusiasm.
Stay tuned. There’s more to
come!

You and Your Student Are Invited to a Night at the Theatre!
Join us for a performance of
Lake Worth Playhouse
Wednesday @ 8:00 pm
April 12, 2017
Dress Rehearsal
Call the Volunteer Desk
to reserve your seat.
561-894-7510

This hit musical brought together three significant talents:
Neil Simon, Marvin Hamlisch,
and Carole Bayer Sager. This
funny romantic musical about an
established composer and his
relationship with an aspiring
young female lyricist will have
you cheering them on from their
first meeting to hearing their
hit song played for the first
time on the radio…and of course
there’s a happy ending.
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Your Tutor Timecard is Important!
First of all, we’d like to thank all our wonderful tutors for the time and effort they spend with their students.
Your work with the Adult Literacy Project is so appreciated. From an administrative viewpoint, however, it is
vital we record hours spent within the program … and that’s an important reason we need your help. Please
try to get your tutor timecards in to us on a timely, monthly, basis. As many of you know, there is a quick and
easy way to complete your Adult Literacy Project timecards online. Please contact us at the Volunteer Desk,
561-894-7510, if you have any questions or concerns about the procedure. Thanks again for helping us maintain the vitality of our program!

Meet Rhoda Kelly and Sylvia Singer, ALP Volunteers
The ALP has so many wonderful volunteers. We would like to
“introduce” you to Rhoda and Sylvia, who have been with the
program nine and ten years, respectively. Rhoda, a retired elementary school teacher, and Sylvia, a retired special education
teacher, have worked within the ALP as tutors, mentors to other
volunteers, and conduct placement evaluations for our incoming
students as well. We asked them to share some reading comprehension improvement strategies with you, and their article is on
Page 4.
Thank you, Rhoda and Sylvia, for all you do!

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM
Congratulations to the following student/tutor teams:
Amalia Velasquez / Seymour Goldstein
Gladys Munoz / Ana Rojas
Well done, Amalia and Gladys, on becoming U.S. Citizens!
Students can get up to $100 reimbursement for Licenses,
Certifications and U.S. Citizenship.
Encourage your student to apply. It’s fast and easy!
Call 561-894-7510 to learn more.

Welcome Tutors . . .
Following are tutors who have completed the “Just in Time” tutor
training workshops. We thank them for their efforts to combat
illiteracy in our community. Please join us in welcoming our newest members of Library Literacy Friends.

Sheree Bergman
Jean Mallin
Susan Miles
Robert Miller
Edith Peterson
Michael Rasmussen
Ana Rojas
At the January 2017 Pre-Service Workshop

Jetty Sawyer
Ellen Selip
Yvette Spicer
Iris Steinberg
Clare Wilson
Arnold Zomick
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A Belle Glade Branch Success Story
Week after week she comes in upbeat, motivated, and
with books in hand, to receive tutoring services at the
Belle Glade Branch. Sharon Johnson started as a student with the Adult Literacy Project approximately 3 l/2
years ago with Mary Luikart, who recently retired from
her dedicated role, as her tutor. Currently, Sandra
Lusunariz, ALP Coordinator, has stepped up to tutor
Sharon, who is determined to keep the momentum going until a new tutor is assigned.
Currently, Sharon works in housekeeping. A Florida native, Sharon expressed her desire to improve her literacy
skills long after becoming an adult. As have many,
Sharon explained that she was always embarrassed when it came to reading. “I was able to fake
it until I made it or re-directed conversations when it came to reading,” said Sharon.
“I did not know how to read. I was passed along from grade to grade but I knew I was missing
something,” she said. “My real motivation to improve my reading was because of my grandchildren. I want to be able to read to them and help them with their school work.” Sharon went
back to school, taking community adult education classes. “It was so hard for me, knowing that
so much had changed in life.” She eventually stopped attending adult education classes and
heard about the Library’s Literacy program. “Ms. Mary Luikart is my angel; she helped me start
this journey,” reported Sharon.
Sandra asked Sharon what is her long term goal. Sharon replied, “Someday, I want to be able to
help someone in life to improve their reading, and “I am thankful for the Literacy Program we
have in our Glades area.”

Student Gets a Night Out with Motown Magic!
On February 25, 2017, Sharon Johnson, student and Sandra Lusunariz, ALP Coordinator, enjoyed a night out at the Dolly Hand Cultural
Arts Center (DHCAC), PBSC (Glades campus – Belle Glade), for Motown Magic show.
Playing the greatest music ever written from Motown- The Temptations, Marvin Gaye, Smokey Robinson, The Four Tops, The Commodores and so many, many more – N2 Nation’s Motown Magic is the
ultimate Motown tribute!
Tickets for Literacy students were courtesy of DHCAC. Many thanks!
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Strategies to Improve Reading Comprehension
Reading is more than just decoding words. It is the understanding of the words on the page and making sense out of what is being read. Just reading words and sentences does not guarantee the reader
comprehends the text.
Especially with adult learners whose first language is other than English, knowledge of vocabulary can
be a factor in comprehension. Developing vocabulary skills would help these students in understanding
the written text. Vocabulary questions help the tutor evaluate the students’ understanding of the
meaning of a word or phrase when used in context. Asking appropriate questions is an effective way of
determining how much all students understand: literal questions based on what is directly stated in the
text; inference questions on material that’s implied but not directly stated in the text; and evaluative
questions that require a higher level of comprehension outside of the text.
Other effective methods of increasing comprehension of the student are:
Predicting involves thinking about what the passage might be about. This can be done by reading the
title of the passage, looking at pictures or reading the chapter titles. Students may also want to relate
familiar events that correspond with the title.
Discussing the main idea as the student reads will help comprehension. Another help is summarizing
each paragraph, either written or verbally.
Highlighting important words or phrases helps to reinforce what is read.
Mental Imaging or visualizing characters and events in a story reinforces knowledge obtained from a
passage.
Paraphrasing, retelling, summarizing and rereading a text help to increase comprehension.
Model reading, echo reading, and partner reading are different ways of helping students understand
what is read in different and fun ways.
Language experience stories help to increase vocabulary development which in turn aids in understanding the written word.
Journals and Word Banks are also methods of helping to build a strong sight vocabulary. The student
may keep a journal of daily activities or important events that occur. Also, keeping a list of important
and unknown words will increase the students’ reading vocabulary.
It is important to remember that without comprehension, reading does not occur.

Sylvia Singer and Rhoda Kelly

THANK
YOU FOR
YOUR
SUPPORT!

Library Literacy Tribute Cards
Sending a Library Literacy Tribute Card is a great way to honor someone or commemorate a special occasion,
and at the same time contribute to Library Literacy Friends.
For more information, call the Volunteer Desk at
561-894-7510
Editor: Elaine Gelber

Library Literacy Friends is a group of volunteers, students and other interested citizen advocates committed to
the continuation of the Palm Beach County Library’s Adult Literacy Project and to the elimination of illiteracy in
Palm Beach County and is supported totally by the contributions of its members and friends.
LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS, INC.
PALM BEACH COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM ADULT LITERACY PROJECT
HAGEN RANCH ROAD BRANCH LIBRARY
14350 HAGEN RANCH ROAD, DELRAY BEACH, FL 33446
561-894-7510

