
 

That was the phrase the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County  
always uses to attract new AmeriCorps members. To a New York kid 
who had never lived by the beach, that was enough to make me pack 
up my car and start a new life in Lake Worth, Florida.  It has been my 
dream to teach English in foreign countries. Never did I think that I 
could do that same thing right here in Florida.  Since accepting my  
position as the English Exchange Instructor at the Palm Beach County 
Library’s Adult Literacy Project, I have come to know 145 students from 
29 different countries who speak a total of 16 languages.  I have stud-
ied abroad in five countries and studied foreign languages and cultures 
in college, but nothing could prepare me for what happens in English 
Exchange!  English Exchange brings together a great group of stu-
dents who want to learn and communicate in English.  Between the 
songs, games, and articles, we have a great time.  I encourage every-
one wanting to work on their English to join us in class at one of the six 
libraries!  
 
I look forward to seeing you 
all in class! 
~Tim Bowman 
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Why do you come 

to English 

Exchange? 

Why is English 

important to 

learn? 

From Lindsey 

“I come because I need to learn Eng-

lish.  It is a beautiful experience.  It’s 

wonderful.” 

  ~Diego, Colombia 

“I come because I need conversation 

in order to improve my knowledge 

and my pronunciation.  Every week I 

discover something new.” 

  ~Gustavo, Bolivia 

“Because I need to understand Eng-

lish.  It is the only way to get a better 

position in my job.” 

  ~Gabriella, Argentina 

“It is important for me.  I have two  

children.  They are my motivation to learn 

English so I can be involved in my com-

munity.” 

  ~Angelica, Mexico 

“It permits the spread of ideas and con-

cepts.  It is different from our language 

structure.  Now, science and knowledge 

are spread in English.” 

  ~Juan, Venezuela 

“Learning English is extremely important, as 

more than 50% of people around the world 

use it to communicate. For instance, while 

traveling one could use it at airports, hotels, 

and restaurants as many employees of these 

establishments speak it.  Not only that, but it is 

unfortunate that some people are not willing 

to talk to you if your English is not to their 

standards, or expectations.” 

  ~Dorota, Poland 

Hello English Exchange and The Adult Literacy 
Project!  
 I was so happy to visit with the Glades 
English Exchange group in September and I miss 
all of my classes very much. I'm sure Tim is doing a 
great job taking over for me. I think about the time 
I spent teaching last year almost everyday. I 
learned so much from my students and I hope 
everyone is doing great.  
 Right now I'm living in Virginia with my 

sister and we are writing a book together. I'm very 

excited about it but I have a lot of work to do. I 

have a job working at a bank during the day and 

in the evenings I teach math. My life has gotten 

very busy but I am happy. Virginia is beautiful. I'm 

hoping to visit Florida sometime in January and I 

would love to stop by the library to see my old stu-

dents!   

 Thanks for everything last year, I will never 

forget it!   
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Glades Road Branch English Exchange misses 

you! 
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Does your student want to learn about something but you don’t know where to 

find resources? 

Try QUIZLET for free! Search for topics and you will have a source of flashcards and 

tests/guides for Free!  Go to https://quizlet.com/. 

James Lee Williams  

When asked about growing up, James Lee Williams  

responded, “coming up in life you get so  far behind if 

you can’t read.  To read about something is to really 

learn about it.”  He knows that there is so much that he 

missed out on because he was not able to read.  Finally, 

60 years later, he is starting to do something about it.  

Williams has been working with his tutor, Joey Leonard, 

since April, and already he is starting to see the change 

that reading has had on his life.  His  most recent job 

was working on the pipeline that is going to bring  

natural gas north through the state.  It was a great  

experience because it brought people from all over  

together to help provide a better and cleaner way of 

living.  He still has a dream to continue his education 

and graduate from ITT Tech as an automotive  

engineer.  “I missed so much time because I couldn’t 

read,” he said.  He did realize that in other jobs he 

would be better than other workers. He had the hands-

on experience needed.  Joey said that she always looks 

forward to her meeting times with James.  She also said 

he is always willing to work and has come a long way in 

the time they have had together.  Keep up the good 

work James! Joey Leonard and James Lee Williams, 

Hagen Ranch Road Branch 

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM 
 

Students can get up to $100 reimbursement for  

Licenses, Certifications, and U.S. Citizenship. 
 

Take a moment to call the Volunteer Desk 

 to learn more about the program. 

561-894-7510  

Well Done! 

https://quizlet.com/
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Where Are You From? 

“ I come  from Puerto Rico.  It’s an island in Central America.  About 3,800,000 people live there.  The island 

is the only country where the coqui, a little frog, lives.  They sing coqui, coqui, coqui in the night and every-

body loves it.”~Marina, Puerto Rico 

“There are ten places you need to 

visit in Colombia: 

-Cartagena -Tayrona National 

  Park 

-Bogota -Villa de Leyva 

-San Gil -Zona Cafetera  

-San Agustin -San Andres 

-Medellin -Popayan 

Come to my country and I’ll gladly 

take you there! Come for the  

coffee, stay for the coffee.” 

 ~Amparo, Colombia 

Amparo Main Branch 

Filipa Filipi and Elisa Romo, West Boca 
Branch,  talking about  Mexico’s Dia de 

los Muertos. 

“I am from China.  We are a big coun-

try with a big history.  Zodiac signs 

(do you know your sign?), pandas, 

fireworks, the Great  Wall.  We have a 

lot of big cities.  Beijing had the  

Olympics.  I love my country.  Every-

one should come and I’ll take you on 

a tour.”  

  ~Jade, China 

“Bolivia is the heart of South America.  

With 1,000 square Kilometers and 

10,000 people, we live comfortably.  

All the silver taken from us could have 

built a bridge from Bolivia to Spain.  

We were the first country to fight 

Spain with guns and the last to win 

our independence.”  

  ~Gustavo, Bolivia 

 “I came from Argentina,  a country with different political  
problems but with good feelings in the people about families and 
friends. It's the largest Spanish-speaking country. It has many kinds 
of climate, beaches on the East coast and mountains on the West, 
hot weather in the North and snow in the South.  The name Ar-
gentina means ''silver.” The first people from Spain believed in a big 
mountain in the middle of the country made of silver. In the begin-
ning of the last century people from Europe arrived to South 
America running away from wars, that's why today it is a multicul-
tural country. Buenos Aires is the main city, it's where I was born 
and I'm happy to belong there too.” 
  ~Gabriela, Argentina 

“Poland is rather old country that consist of vast amount of monuments that include  old 

structures and towns as well as castles, churches, etc. Furthermore, Poland gave  birth 

to some extraordinary people like Frederic Chopin, Tadeusz Kosciuszko, Marie Curie-

Sklodowska, Roman Polanski, Lech Walesa, Pope John Paul II and many more.“ 

     ~Dorota, Poland 

“Ecuador is named after the Equator, so it is always hot there.” 

  ~Gladys, Ecuador 

Shanghai, Jade  Argentina, Gabriela 
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English Exchange Pahokee Library 

English Exchange is growing in the Glades! At the  
Pahokee library, we have seven dedicated students (all 
originally from Mexico!) who come every Monday to  
improve their English. Many of them walk to class! We 
focus on improving our pronunciation and expanding 
our vocabulary. We play a lot of games including: bingo,  
hangman, charades, and Jeopardy! We are always 
laughing and learning in every class! 

Meet Elizabeth Braunworth – Glades Adult Literacy Coordinator 

 
Hi, my name is Elizabeth Braunworth and I am the Adult Literacy Coordinator in the Glades. I LOVE 
working for the Adult Literacy Project. There is nothing better knowing you are making a difference in 
the lives of your community by helping others improve their reading skills. 
Along with pairing up tutors and students, I also teach our English Exchange classes at all the  
libraries in the Glades! It is very rewarding and lots of fun! We also have book clubs once a month. 
This month’s book is the Tale of Two Cities! 
If you are ever in the Glades come  
by the library and see me! 

Checira (Chezy) Howard, Riyad Abushukur, Elizabeth  

Braunworth, and Maria G. Paniagua 

Luz Solis, Rosa Lara, Maria Ramirez, and     

Zenaida Rojas 

Fabiola Arredondo, Itza Hidalgo, Maria Prieto, and Eva Razo 

English Exchange Programs 

Belle Glade Library: Thursdays 1-3 PM 

Pahokee Library: Mondays 12:30-2:30 PM 

561-996-3453  
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Across 

3. Home of the Panda and Great Wall 

4. Latin American country between Colombia  

    and Guyana 

6. Home of Machu Picchu 

7. Home of the future 2016 Olympics! 

10. Known for their coffee 

 

Down 

1. Shares an Island with  

     Dominican Republic 

2. Named after the Equator  

    (middle of Earth) 

5. Shares a border with Texas 

8. Island Country, capital: Havana 

9. Country Florida is in 

Where are our students from? 

“The world is my playground, 

and life is pushing my swing.” 

Natalie Kocsis 

Winter 2016 Between Us 
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Adult Essay Contest 2016 

Which holiday of the year do you like best? Explain why. 

Information and forms will be mailed to all students. 

Good Luck! 

Sponsored by the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County. 

Irma Garcia’s  A Better Future 

 At the age of fourteen I made the decision to move from the country area in Guatemala to 

the city with my sister Maria and my friend Isabel.  I wanted to have a better future.  It was not easy 

because I had to get used to my new life far away from my family and home. 

 I remember the first day we arrived in Guatemala City.  It was seven o’clock in the evening 

and we didn't have a place to stay.  We couldn't afford a hotel so the cheaper way was to find a 

room in a house with a family.  After talking with a lot of people without getting any help we sat on 

the curb to think about what we should do next.  Then I saw a sign in a window that said rooms for 

rent so my older sister Maria knocked on the door and spoke with the gentleman about the rooms.  

But he said to her, “I do not rent rooms to strangers.” Then I said to myself we have to face this  

situation because we are in a big city and we can’t be on the street.  So I went and spoke to the  

gentleman who had the rooms and I explained to him hat we weren’t from the city.  We couldn’t 

afford to pay for a hotel or for a room but I promised him that if he gave us a room we would pay 

him in two weeks.  For some reason he trusted me and gave us a room. 

 The next day we went to look for work and the three of us found jobs.  The first two weeks 

were hard because we hardly had money for food.  But I was very happy about the changes I had 

made in my life.  I learned many things about sewing and realized that I would have a better future 

in the city. 

Irma is currently working with her tutor, Caroline Amazon, at the Jupiter Branch.   

I am thankful for the stove that Camila and her husband gave me.   

For Thanksgiving I was able to bake a chicken.  I made green beans, mashed potatoes and corn and 

gravy.  I couldn’t do all that if I had no stove. 

Everybody took a plate.  They ate and they ate again.  They loved it! 

Then I went to church. 

Idamaine is currently working with her tutor, Madeline Lander, at the Lantana Road Branch. 

Idamaine Termonfils’s A Thanksgiving to Remember 

 
The Pajama Game 

April 6, 2016 

 

Watch for your invitation! 

Thank you for a wonderful 

Night at the Theatre!  
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Crossword Puzzle Answers 

1.  Haiti   6. Peru 

2. Ecuador   7. Brazil 

3. China   8. Cuba 

4. Venezuela   9. USA 

5. Mexico   10. Colombia 
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Free Reading and Writing Help 

For English-speaking Adults 

Call to learn more: 

(561) 894-7510 

We need volunteers too!  

Interested in free conversational  

English practice sessions?  

Join English Exchange classes in January!  

Call Tim for more information: 

561-894-7529 

Between Us 

 

Use your library card to explore these websites: 

Learning Express 

Transparent Language Online  

Basic ESL (click on Basic ESL link) 

Other resources for learning available at:  

Palm Beach County Library– Adult Literacy Project 

Many thanks for your continued support! 

 

Editor: Timothy Bowman 

http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
http://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/modern/login
http://www.pbclibrary.org/online-research?field_category_tid%5B%5D=37
http://www.pbclibrary.org/services/adult-literacy-project

