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In this issue of 

Between Us: 

In August of 2013, I moved to South Florida 

from my home state of North Carolina for a 

service year with Literacy AmeriCorps. During 

the past 6 months, I have worked with over 180 

participants of the English Exchange program in 

Palm Beach County libraries. This conversation-

based class offers an opportunity to practice and improve 

English-speaking skills with other learners. 

I am grateful for all the enthusiastic students I have met 

through this program and look forward to all that is yet 

to come between now and July. 

 In this edition of Between Us, you will 

find original submissions from students of 

the English Exchange program and Adult 

Literacy Project. Enjoy! 



“What does English Exchange 

mean to you?” 

 
I’m in English conversation class, and it is a 

wonderful class because I’m improving my 
pronunciation, vocabulary, and expressing a lot. That 

is important in this country.  I’m very happy with 

teacher Jill because she is very nice, has patience, and 

brings variety to the class. The time is always flying.  

- Gladys Múnoz  
 

Gladys Múnoz, Jillian Dahl |Glades Road Branch Library  

We decide who we are. We are not pre-determined. These are 

some thoughts that have been bouncing in my head. I believe 

that coming to this class allows us to become better in all 
aspects of our life. It allows us to encounter our fears. It allows 

us to start believing in ourselves. And most of all to love this 

language more. Many of us tell ourselves, “I’m going back to 

my country,” but the reality is that many of us will not. Never 

stop seeking the opportunities to grow. Coming to this class is 

the beginning.  

- Genaro Mendéz  
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These words we’ve heard many times in Slovakia and now also in 

the U.S. Only a few people know that this game, which 

originated in France about 100 years ago, is played 

with metal balls about 2.8 inches in diameter 
weighing about 1.6 lbs. The aim of the game 

is to throw metal balls as close as possible to 

the cochonnet (a wooden ball 1 inch in 

diameter), which is located 7 to 11 yards 

from the circle where the player stands. For 

each metal ball that is closer to the 

cochonnet than the opponent’s balls, the 

player earns 1 point. Whoever reaches 13 
points first, wins. Pétanque is played on different 

surfaces, however it is never played on grass. French 

people say, “grass is for horses, not for pétanque.” 

 

My wife and I have been playing pétanque in Slovakia for 10 

years.  We have also represented Slovakia at the European and 

World Championships several times. Since October of last year, 

we have been living in the US and as soon as we arrived, one of 

our first questions was: Where can we play pétanque? 
Fortunately, there are a lot of pétanque clubs in Florida. We 

chose Club Boca 2000, where we were kindly greeted and now 

have lots of friends. Thanks to excellent climate in Florida, we 

can play outdoors all year round. 

   

Rose & Vladymir | English Exchange students at West Boca Branch 

Library 
 

Student Spotlight: 
“What on Earth is Pétanque?!” 
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*Adventure*  

Word Search   

Crossword: 

All About Travel! 
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Word search answer key:  

 The Most Important Role In Life 

 

The most important thing a parent can teach his or her child is to 

be a good person in every way. For example, never do anything 

that will make you feel ashamed of yourself. Also, treat people in 

a kind way. Respect your elders and do nothing to hurt another 

person. Give to the poor and disabled. In addition, be honest in all 
your dealings with people. Remember to treat others with respect. 

Never do harm to anybody. In conclusion, following the Golden 

Rule is the most important advice a parent can give her children.  

 
Rose Wyman  
 

Ain’t Misbehavin’: 

Another Great Production 

The Lake Worth Playhouse has once again honored the Adult 

Literacy Friends with yet another spectacular performance. We 
were honored to have the opportunity to broaden our minds 

with the arts. 

 

The stage setting was simple but effective. A clever turn table 

apparatus on stage was used to switch between the band and 

stage settings. The energetic actors brought such life to the 

performance. I especially enjoyed Rose Pascal’s performance. 

She was the soul of the program. Her bubble presence left me 

smiling at the end of the show. 

 

All in all I anticipate enjoying future plays to come. They are 
always entertaining and enjoyable to watch.  

 
Lourie Tate 
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English Exchange at Okeechobee Boulevard Branch Library 
Left to right: Ligia V., Pilar Madrid, Carole Menard, Nicole Labelle, ReJean Boisuert, Ana B., Lise 

Couture, Francine P., France Brochu, Luisa Diaz, Catherine L., Jillian Dahl 

 

  

English Exchange at Greenacres Branch Library 
Left to right: Mercy Diaz, Marie L., Susana 
Espinola, Irma Diaz, Juan C. F., Jocelyn J., 
Gustavo P., Celina Andrew, Johana D., Virginia S. 

English Exchange at West Boca Branch 

Library 
Right of American flag, clockwise: 
Vladymir H., Deborah Schulze, Rose H., 

Yelena Possina, Liliana G., Lihia B., 
Victor Garcia, Fabiola M., Pilar Ballo., 

Heli Marin, Georgina D., Lourdes Serraro, 
Jillian Dahl 
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“What is your passion?” 

 

Florida Intergenerational Orchestra (FLIO) 

The Florida Intergenerational Orchestra is a 55-member orchestra and a 

25-member chamber orchestra. Right now the orchestra has musicians 

spanning from ages 11 to 94. Lorraine Marks- Field is the founder and the 
conductor of the FLIO. 

Our mission is to bring generations together with music and musical 

performances. This unique orchestra environment encourages, nurtures 
and promotes closer relationships between the generations. We are open to 

musicians of all ages and all levels residing in or visiting Florida. The 

younger players benefit from the wisdom of the elders, and improve their 
musical skills. Everyone is welcome. All that is needed is the willingness to 

attend rehearsals and a love of music. 

The last concert was on Sunday, December 15, 2013 at Our Lady of 
Lourdes church in O’Shea auditorium, 22094 Lyons Road, Boca Raton. 

This is also where we practice every Thursday night. 

Barbara Luna- Victoria |English Exchange student at West Boca 

Branch Library 



    
Literacy Resources 

 
 

Would you like to improve your English by 

speaking with other English language learners?  
 

If so, call (561) 894-7529 for more information 

about English Exchange 

Use your library card and explore these databases: 

 

 Learning Express 
 

 Transparent Language Online (byki)  

    

English Exchange at Main Library 
Left to right: Mercy Teeling, Luz Medina, Amanda 

Duarte, Joly Giraldo, Samuel Milachay, Maria I. V. 
Gomez, Lillian V., Catherine L., Andres Granados 

Say “cheese!”  
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Are you interested in: 

 

 Becoming a literacy tutor for adults? 
   or  

 Free tutoring in reading and writing? 
 

If so, contact the Adult Literacy Project Volunteer Desk at 
(561) 894-7510 

Editor: Jillian Dahl 

http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
http://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/modern/login

