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In this issue of 

Between Us: 

It has been an incredible year serving as 

the English Exchange instructor for the 

Adult Literacy Project. Though I am sad to 

see my time with AmeriCorps come to an 

end, I am heading out with great memories 

and an experience that will likely be 

unmatched. A year with AmeriCorps has 

changed my life for the better, and I can’t wait to take all I have 

learned with me on the next adventure.  

To my students: thank you for never failing to put a smile on my face, 

for your dedication to the program, and, most notably, for your 

commitment to helping each other on a shared journey. I am grateful 

to have worked with you and will miss you all so much.  

 Best, 

 Teacher Jill 

 

English Exchange| Lantana Road Branch Library 
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Leaving my mother in Pakistan was the most difficult thing I have done in my 

life. I wanted a better life for my children. My in-laws put together our 

immigration papers for the United States. When I told my mother about it 

she was not happy. I told her I was doing this for my children, not for me. She 

was sad because she knew I would not be back soon. I told her I would call 

her every week. After leaving Pakistan with my family, she became very sick. 

She had a stroke. I blamed myself because she lived with me. I could not 

leave the U.S.A. because my kids were in school and I had a new job. When I 

used to call her, she always asked me when I was coming to see her. I told 

her I would come soon. She said, “you have been there for 13 years,” then 

told me “you will only come to put flowers on my grave.” When she was in 

the hospital I wanted to visit. I reached the airport in Pakistan. I told my 

brother to take me straight to the hospital. He told me to take a rest, and 

then we would go.  They didn’t have the heart to tell me she had passed 

away. I landed in Pakistan at 6:30 AM. She passed away at 5:00 AM. It broke 

my heart. Then I thought of her words, “you will come put flowers on my 

grave.” That was the most difficult thing in my life because she got to see all 

her other children, but she was only waiting for me. 

Submitted by: Catherine Hu 

  

Adult Student Essay Contest: 

What is the most difficult thing  

that you’ve done in your life? 

A Little Boy in Trouble 

One day I decided to go to the beach. I took my little brother Kesnel with me, 

but my mother and my father weren’t home and I did not get permission to take 

my brother with me. When I got there I had my little brother sitting by the water 

while I was swimming. I was playing and going up and down in the water. When 

I jumped I saw my brother had fallen down in the water. I was swimming faster 

to get close to him and screaming his name at the same time. I got him out of 

the water and I held him tight. I screamed his name and shook him but he did 

not respond. My father’s friend Anita had a house close to the shore. She heard 

me screaming and she opened the door and asked what was going on. I 

screamed, “Kesnel” and she rushed over to me and grabbed him from me. She 

got a chair and put Kesnel face down on her lap and rubbed his back and he 

started throwing up the water. I knew my brother was alive. I really appreciate 

what she did for me. She will always be my hero and she will always be in my 

heart. This story took place in Lilette Lanbie in Haiti. 

Submitted by: Paulette Francois 
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The most difficult thing I have done in life is learn to read and write. When you become an 

adult, but you cannot read and write, you are living in darkness and are empty. It is so hard 

in life, like you cannot find your way, and people use you. For example, when I first came 

to the United States, I wanted to contact my mother and children in Jamaica, but no one 

would write letters for me. I was in great distress because I did not want my family to think 

I had abandoned them. This hurt them deeply, and it broke my heart. 

 When I say I can’t find my way that means I can’t do anything for myself. I can only 

see to the end of my hand; I cannot see further in life. I have an idea of what I want to do, 

but I can’t do it for myself. I receive a letter, but don’t know what it says. It could be a 

matter of life and death, but I wouldn’t know it. It’s like having a veil over my eyes. This 

veil also hides the motives of people who want to use you. Some I have worked for have 

been callous and cruel. For example, one woman left her three children in my care for days 

at a time. I fed them, bathed them, clothed them and lived in their room. My friend 

brought me food and soap. When the lady returned, she did not pay me, but instead 

demanded that I pay her four hundred dollars for rent! 

 If you cannot read, you are at the mercy of others. It seems like you are a failure. 

But one day I prayed and asked the Lord to help me read and write so I could help myself. 

The Lord heard my prayer and revealed what I needed to understand, and opened my eyes 

to see the light I needed to see, so that I was in darkness no more. He taught me to read 

Psalm 21 and sent me teachers to help me to learn more and more.  

Submitted By: Madgeline Haye 

 

Madgeline Haye, Library Honoree, 

presenting at the 2014 Love of Literacy 

Luncheon sponsored by the Literacy 

Coalition of Palm Beach County. 
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Palm Beach County Crossword 

1. Palm Beach County is known for its __________________.  

2. Florida is __________________ , not hilly.   

3. The Palm Beach County __________________ system includes buses and trains.  

4. Jupiter is a town in Palm Beach County. It is also the name of a __________________.   

5. Oranges are a major __________________ in Florida.  

6. There are many beaches in the county where you can go for a __________________.   

7. There are lots of festivals held __________________ the county. 

8. Florida is known as the __________________ State.  

cash crop   flat  transportation  agriculture 

throughout  planet  Sunshine  swim 

Vocabulary Challenge!  

                            Fill-In-The-Blank 

  

Across 

2. A town in the north part of the 

county. 

4. A major road in Palm Beach 

County is Okeechobee _________.  

5. The Greenacres Branch Library is 

located on ___ Road.   

7. The oldest city in Palm Beach 

County (3 words).  

9. The last name of the man who 

founded West Palm Beach. 

Down 

1. The number of county libraries in 

Palm Beach County. 

3. One of Palm Beach County’s 

major crops that can be found in 

Belle Glade. 

6. The plant on the county seal. (2 

words) 

8. The city of Delray _____.  

9. The state where Palm Beach 

County is located. 
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Homemade Bread 

Heli M. 

Columbia 

Ingredients: 

• 60 grams sugar 

• 400 grams flour 

• 7 grams dry yeast 

• 40 grams butter 

• 2 eggs 

• 3 grams salt 

• 4 grams baking powder 

• 100-150 grams cheese (white) 

• 100 or more grams of water 

 

Directions: 

• Mix flour, yeast, butter, eggs, salt, 

sugar, and baking powder. Add 

water little by little to form the 

rough dough. 

• Spread the dough with a rolling pin 

and put the cheese in the middle. 

• Form a roll of bread.  Wait 25 

minutes or more for the dough to 

rise to double the size. 

• Put the roll of bread on a baking 

tray and bake it 25 minutes at 260° 

F. 

• The bread is done cooking when 

it’s risen and gold, and it should 

sound hollow. 
 

 

Cuñape 

Maria Renee V. 

Bolivia 

 Ingredients: 

• 2 cups grated fresh cow cheese 
• 1 cup yuca (cassava) flour 
• 2 or 3 eggs 

  

Directions: 

• In a medium bowl mix cheese, 
yucca (cassava) flour, and 2 eggs. 

• Knead until smooth and the dough 
does not stick to your fingers. 

• If you want it to be more moist, 
add 1 more egg. 

• Roll ping pong sized balls and 
make a notch with your index 
finger at the bottom of each ball 
before placing on a greased pan. 

• Bake at 400° for twenty to twenty-
five minutes, or until golden 
brown. 

 

What is your favorite 

recipe from your 

country? 
 

English Exchange | West Boca Branch Library 

English Exchange | Glades Road Branch Library 



From No English to Studying Monet 
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Lake Worth Playhouse Presents: 

Monty Python’s SPAMALOT 

 

_______, ________, __________  
When I arrived to America I had no knowledge of the English language. I did not know good morning 

from good afternoon.  So there I was starting my life in the great city of Boston without knowing one 

word of English. I went to school but not for long. I had to work to support my family and myself. So I 

put my dream of learning English on hold. 

 Many years later when I moved to Florida someone told me about the Adult Literacy Project. It 

was a wonderful opportunity for me. I immediately used it and enjoyed it. I met a few good tutors who 

taught me and from whom I learned a lot. But the one tutor who made a big mark in my life was 

Beverly. Beverly not only taught me, she also supported and encouraged me. She tried to solve my 

problem, but above all else she taught me from the bottom of her heart.  

 When Beverly got sick Literacy introduced me to my Beth. Beth is the tutor every student would 

love to have. She not only teaches me English, she also answers most of the questions I ask her. Lately I 

stated taking art classes, which I have dreamed about most of my life. How happy I was when I asked 

Beth if I could read with her about the impressionists, especially Monet. Her answer was, “of course!” 

That is the Beth I know! She’s helpful, energetic, and has the urge to go all the way to help others and 

make a difference in their lives. 

 I can go on about Beth and the literacy program, but the most important thing I would like to 

say is that Literacy’s door is wide open to the people who are willing to learn. I just look at me, from 

knowing no English at all to studying Monet and understanding his thoughts and ideas. 

- Sana Bazzi 

Going to the theater to see a play is very exciting. Recently, we went to see 

“Spamalot.” I loved the show. Even though I did not understand all of the jokes, I 

really enjoyed the play. The lady of the lake made a big and bad guy think he was the 

king of England. I liked the costumes 

and the scenery. The live 

performances of the actors made me 

think how hard they work to 

entertain us. Also, the music was 

great. 

- Maria Andrade  

 

Veronica Perry, Mariana Gontijo, Maria Andrade 



Sarah Castelli * Saverio Decuzzi * Mohan Deonath 

 

Paulette Francois * Alphoncine Garcon * Violet Grandison 

 

Richard Grice, Sr. * Madgeline Haye * Catherine Hu * Hector Lagos 

 

William Lewis * Marie Lolo * Gladys Munoz * Mavis Robinson 

 

Doris Saba * Aguillard Sanchez * Lourie Tate * Amalia Velasquez 

CONGRATULATIONS   

to our students who entered the Adult 

Student Essay Contest! 

Across: 

2. Jupiter 

4. Boulevard 

5. Jog 

7. West Palm Beach 

9. Flagler 

 

Down: 

1. seventeen 

3. sugarcane 

6. palm tree 

8. Beach 

9. Florida 

 

 
1. Palm Beach County is known for its agriculture.  

2. Florida is flat, not hilly.   

3. The Palm Beach County transportation system includes buses and trains.  

4. Jupiter is a town in Palm Beach County. It is also the name of a planet.   

5. Oranges are a major cash crop in Florida.  

6. There are many beaches in the county where you can go for a swim.   

7. There are lots of festivals held throughout the county. 

8. Florida is known as the Sunshine State.  

* Answer Keys* 
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LLiteracy Resources 

 

 

    

 Are you interested in… 

 Becoming a literacy tutor for adults? 

    

 Free tutoring in reading and writing? 

 

 Improving your English by speaking with other English 

language learners? 

 

If so, contact the Adult Literacy Project Volunteer Desk at 

(561) 894-7510. 

Have a fantastic summer! 

Use your library card and explore these databases: 

 

 Learning Express 

 

 Transparent Language Online (byki)  

English Exchange | Greenacres Branch Library  

Carlos R., Nancy D. C., Virginia S., Maria Elena P., Susana E., Carmelite R., Juan S., 

Patric G., Mercy D., Gustavo P. Editor: Jillian Dahl 
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http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
http://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/modern/login

